STORY   OF   A   FAITHFUL  RETAINER

i e"   (Boi plural maloi, English "boy.")   "There's a chap here wants to

kazi ya uboi," (boy work).

I did not expect to be able to obtain a servant in Mkokotoni where mine
is the only European household, however I said "Bring him in, Cokkai."

One of the boys who manned the station rowing-boat appeared.   Now

might very well hsfre come on his own, but in the East it is almost /
^possible for anyone to make a personal request personally.   Cokkai too
Duld use an intermediary if he wanted something for himself.   As I
und that the boat boy in question had had previous houseboy experience

Zanzibar, in Pemba and in Dar es Salaam, I took him on, and thus it
is that Zaidi came into my service. He was native of Mkokotoni, and,
suppose, a year or two older than myself. Like most Africans he did
)t know his birthday but he told me that he was small enough to be put
a soap-box and hidden by his mother under a bed when, in 1896, Seiyid
tialid, a son of the famous Sultan Barghash, in an effort to usurp the throne
.d barricaded himself in the palace and been bombarded by the guns of
e British fleet.

The event has never been forgotten. The palace square at Zanzibar
istled with the old Arab muzzle-loading cannon manned by slaves, while
cabs thronged the palace. They had no fears as to what would happen,
r the soothsayers had told them that the British guns would only discharge
ater. The palace clock struck the hour of nine. The Thrush, Racoon
id Sparrow discharged their batteries. The Sultan's ship Glasgow was sunk
amediately by a six-inch from the St. George. In half an hour the palace
id its surroundings were a shambles. All was flamqs and ruins. Five
indred dead and wounded lay in the square. There must have been
tany mothers as terrified as Zaidi's that day.

Thereafter he had had a varied career% Like most children he had been
,nt to the little village Quran school, but he had no liking either for theology
c for the often-applied stick of the mualim (teacher), so he had left before
$ had even learnt his alphabet, let alone completed the learning of the entire
Juran, which forms the only education many Muslims have. He was
mght and returned, but ran away again, and then his uncle in whose
uardianship he had been placed gave it up and apprenticed him to a tailor,
"here he learned embroidery, and he can still embroider a kanzu front
nth neatness; but he wanted money so he became the driver of a donkey
art on an agreement which gave a third of the takings to his master, a
to the donkey and the cart, and a third to Zaidi. Most nights, Jie has
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